
There is still a lot about this Fall that is different, but the Columbus 40 Days for Life 
Campaign is returning and will be outside of Planned Parenthood is an opportunity to join pro

-life efforts around the globe united to end abortion. Please join us in this parish-wide 
opportunity! We will be observing full safety and social distancing protocols; it isn’t political; 

and it actively saves and redeems lives in line with Church Teaching.  
 

What is 40 Days for Life? 
40 Days for Life is an international campaign hosted in more than 600 cities across the globe to use the power 
of prayer, fasting, and peaceful protest to help bring about an end to abortion. It is following the words of our 
Lord in the Gospels when he admonished that “This kind will only come out through prayer and fasting.” It 
also raises community awareness about the presence of abortion in the neighborhood and nearby places where 
women and families experiencing pregnancy can get help.  
 
Why Should We Participate? 
Praying at an abortion clinic can seem a little daunting. It may be helpful to know that the clinic is generally 
open on Wednesdays from 10am until 6pm, but actual hours seem to vary. Our presence there will bring our 
most powerful weapon—prayer– to the site of the abortion clinic. Since 2007, five locations in and around 
Columbus that have been part of our sidewalk prayer and counseling program and 40 Days for Life campaigns 
have either shut or stopped performing abortions. With two left in Columbus, we are not quitting until they do. 
 
Is it safe, and What Do I need to Know? 
Abortion and Planned Parenthood tend to target neighborhoods that experience more poverty and more crime, 
and that is true here. However, it is generally safe during daylight hours. We always encourage prayer and 
witness to happen in groups of at least two for safety. Local police are aware of our campaign and familiar 
with 40 Days and other prayer programs. There is on-street parking on South Hampton Road. The clinic will 
most likely be closed, but should you encounter someone needing help, the Women’s Care Center is located 
directly east of the abortion clinic (across South Hampton Rd). You can also access local pregnancy help 24/7 
anywhere in the US by calling 1-712-HELP.  
 
We are asking that participants with 40 Days for Life are especially observant not to trespass. Stay on the 
sidewalk or the treelawn. Do not block the sidewalk, and do not pass onto the parking lot or the grassy area 
between the fence and the sidewalk. Planned Parenthood has been aggressively pursuing trespass complaints. 
We also know that this is a busy time for those engaged in political campaigning. 40 Days is intended to be 
peaceful and not political in nature—use the opportunity to be prayerful rather than political. 
 
How do I sign up? 
Sign up for an hour at with sign up genius at: https://bit.ly/3kmUchG  or contact Jim Gernetzke 
at: jimgernetzke@noslumine.com or 614-352-1191. You can access more helpful information, find prayer 
resources, or sign up for a different hour during the 40 Days campaign by visiting: www.gcrtl.org and 
selecting “40 Days for Life” under the event tab.  

St. Matthew: Wednesday, Oct 7th, 7am –7pm 
Planned Parenthood: 3255 E Main Street, Columbus 
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