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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
These last few days have been difficult ones for all of us. If you had told me a couple of weeks ago that 
we would be facing many weeks without public Masses and gatherings, that we wouldn’t be able to 
worship together during Holy Week and celebrate his Resurrection at Easter, that I wouldn’t be able to 
see you in person to bless you and give you Communion, I would have said you were over-reacting to 
world events. I know that the decisions of the last few days have been devastating for many of you; 
they have for me, as well, and they are sadly necessary given the seriousness of this pandemic. 
 
We are in a time of longing and of separation. We won’t be able to worship together at Mass or pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament in the Perpetual Adoration Chapel for some time. Amid these 
challenges, we must remember that we are not separate from God -- not ever -- and that our longing 
only tells us how much we love the Lord and need the life-giving Sacraments.  We long for the 
Eucharist to be whole. This longing for the Lord, is aptly expressed by the psalmist in Psalm 42: “As the 
deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, the living 
God.” 
 
The St. Matthew Family Life Office has spent the last few days compiling resources to help our 
community pray together, even as we must stay physically apart. We will put these resources on our 
website (www.stmatthew.net) and continue to share them on our social media pages. We have also 
added to our website a daily Mass video from Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire that will automatically 
update each day. We encourage you to reach out to other parishioners to pray together; we already 
know of a few groups of friends who have prayed the rosary together over Facebook Live and who are 
planning to do Bible studies together over video conferencing. We also encourage you to use the 
resources on Formed, which parishioners can access for free via stmatthew.formed.org. 
 
I have asked our adoration chapel adorers who were signed up for an hour to try to pray at home during 
their regularly scheduled hour, or sometime during that day they were assigned, so that we keep that 
prayer for our parish going during this time the chapel is closed. If any of you weren’t committed to an 
hour, but were in the habit of stopping by the chapel, I ask that you continue to “stop by” in spirit by 
praying in your own homes as you would have in the chapel. 
 
Many of you have asked us how you can help our parish and others during these unusual times. I need 
to be honest with you and tell you that I’m concerned about our parish finances during these many 
weeks without public Masses. The generosity of our parish during the regular Sunday offertory 
collection allows us to pay our staff and meet our many other expenses. I assure you that we are being 
as frugal as possible during this time, but we still have many financial obligations we need to meet, 
including paying our school and parish staff.  
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If you regularly donate to our parish via cash or check, I humbly request that you set up an online giving 
account and use online giving for your regular offertory donations. You can find links and instructions 
on our website: www.stmatthew.net/giving. 
 
All of us have been thrust into a situation that is causing us some suffering, some more than others. We 
have been pushed into the desert of Lent to be tested in an unusual way. We take example from our 
Lord and rely on our heavenly Father to provide for our needs during this desert time. We pray ardently 
that this desert time will not extend into the Easter Season. 
 
Our parish will get through these difficult days of testing; I am optimistic that the measures taken by our 
Bishop to protect his people will keep us safe. God is always able to bring good out of the evil that 
plagues us throughout life, and in this pandemic as well. I have faith that God has a plan for all of us 
and that His plan is for the good of us all. I also acknowledge that God’s plan can sometimes be hard to 
understand. 
 
I pray for you daily and ask that you pray for me and our staff, as well. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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